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P R E F A 

JF^NCOURAGED  by  the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  Fa- 
culty, and  conlidering  that  any  ufeful  difcovery,  in  the 
healing  art,  though  ever  fo  trifling,  muff  be  of  fervice  to  man- 
kind, I determined  to  commit  to  the  prefs  the  following  very 
imperfect  Essay.  The  diforder  is  not  indeed  new,  though  very 
little  has  been  given  to  the  world  on  the  fubjedt ; this  may  be 
fome  excufe  for  my  attempt,  and  if  my  unpolifhed  language  does 
not  difguft,  I am  not  without  hopes  that  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing I recommend  will  meet  with  a favourable  reception.  If  it 
be  otherwife,  confcious  of  having  done  what  I thought  my 
duty,  I (hall  rejoice  if  fomething  better  fliould  be  publifhed 
hereafter.  To  fuch  as  know  more  let  me  apply 

» *1 

Realms  ijlh 

Candtdus  hnpertu 

To  others  it  is  my  with  to  be  ufeful. 


Pontefradi , 
May  2,  1785. 


WILLIAM  COCKELL. 
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C O M E errors,  occafioned  by  the  Author’s 
diftance  from  London,  at  the  time  of 
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Printing,  will  be  found  in  a Table  of  Errata 
at  the  end* 
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ESSAY 

» 

ON  THE. 

RETROVERSION,  &e.. 


^HE  difeafe  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  following 
fheets,  is  neither  generally  known,  nor  hath  it 
been  fully  treated  of  by  any  author  I have  read  ; which 
feems  rather  remarkable  in  this  enlightened  age,  when 
the  induftry  and  abilities  of  many  of  the  faculty  Ihine 
forth  fo  confpicuoufly,  efpecially  as  the  diforder  is  dan- 
gerous, and  often  proves  fatal.  There  are  indeed  fome 
cafes  in  print, * which  authenticate  the  difeafe,  and 
partially  defcribe  its  fymptoms;  but,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  no  remedy  hath  hitherto  been  difclofed  which  J 
perfectly  meets  the  evil,  or  is  adequate  to  the  removal 

of  it. 

% • 


Dr. 


* See  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  Vol.  IV.  and  V. 
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\ 

Dr.  Hunter,  in  his  remarks  on  the  retroverted 
uterus,  alferts,  that  the  very  exigence  of  fuch  a cafe 
has  been  controverted.  But,  having  myfelf  met  with 
a coniiderable  number,  in  the  courfe  of  thirty  years 
practice,  I am  induced  to  believe,  that  this  dreadful 
malady  occurs  more  frequently  than  the  faculty  in  ge- 
neral  fuppofes.  Nor  do  I apprehend  that  many  of  our 
practitioners,  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country  at  lead, 
fufpeCt  it  to  happen  till  it  is  too  late  to  adminifter  relief ; 

" • * ^ ,9 

for  the  diforder,  if  long  neglected,  will  moil  probably 

% 

terminate  fatally,  as  too  clearly  appears  by  the  fecond 
cafe  hereafter  to  be  related  ; and  the  event  will  be  the 

- -x  • - 

fame  if  it  fliould  chance  to  be  mittaken.  Here  1 mutt 
oblefve,  that  when  I was  a ftudeilt  under  the  late  cele- 
brated anatomiit  abovementined,  in  the  year  one  tliou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  a cafe  of  this  fort 
occurred  to  him  ; and  the  DoCtor,  in  a leCture  extra- 
ordinary, which  he  gave  to  the  faculty,  with  the  parts 
before  him,  treated  it  as  a new  cafe,"  without  aligning 
any  fatisfa&ory  caufe,  or  pointing  out  any  competent 

* This  cafe  has  been  communicated  to  the  public. 


5 


remedy. 


remedy.  The  opinion  he  formed  of  it  afterwards  may 
be  feen  in  his  remarks  which,  however,  were  un- 

\ t ' . ^ *•  ‘ 

known  to  me  when  I hit  upon  my  method  of  cure  ; and 
I mult  add,  that  lince  the  year  1754,  I have  never  heard 
fuch  a cafe  mentioned  in  converfation  by  any  of  the 
faculty^  except  once,  by  Mr.  Idey  of  Leeds,  a gentleman 
in  extenfive  practice,  who  is  a very  accurate  obferver, 
and  an  ornament  to  his  profeffion. 

* ’ f 1 

For  my  own  part,  I have  made  no  fecret  of  the  facts 
I have  met  with  ; but,  on  proper  occalions,  made  known 
to  fome  of  the  faculty  all  thofe  cafes  which  have  fallen 
immediately  under  my  own  care,  together  with  my  ob- 
fervations  upon  them  : and  as  I have  been  the  happy  in- 
ftrument,  under  Providence,  of  relieving  many  afflicted 
perfons  in  this  complaint,  I thought  it  a duty  incumbent 
on  me  to  communicate  to  the  public  that  method  of  cure 
which  I have  found  effectual ; hoping  that  it  will  be  of 
fervice  to  young  practitioners  in  midwifery,  and  poflibly 
not  unacceptable  to  thofe  of  longer  experience. 

* Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  Vol.  V.  Page  388. 
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Perhaps  I may  not  be  able  to  make  myfelf  clearly 
underftood  in  the  defcriptive  part,  but  {ball  endeavour 
to  furmount  that  difficulty  as  well  as  I can,  and  {hall 
honeftly  propofe  the  remedies  which  I believe  to  be 
effectual. 

\ 

* * - i 

In  the  firjfl  place,  then,  I {hall  give  the  general  fymp- 
toms  of  the  diforder,  from  the  time  when  they  become 
fpecific  and  unequivocal,  till  the  happy  or  fatal  termina- 
tion, together  with  an  anatomical  explanation  of  the 
uterus,  in  its  retroverted  Hate,  when  the  diforder  has 
taken  place. 

» . * * 

• # . T 

Afterwards  I {hall  fubmit  to  the  reader  what  I take 

* * 

i 

to  be  the  proper  treatment  of  the  diforder  ; and  will 
farther  venture  to  add  my  ideas  as  to  the  caufe  of  it, 
grounded  upon  a number  of  cafes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  own  immediate  obfervation  ; and  will  take 
occahon  to  {hew  the  neceffity  of  difcovering  the  diforder 
in  as  early  a llage  as  poffible. 


I would 
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I would  fir  ft  generally  obferve  that  all  the  patients 
labouring  under  this  complaint,  whom  I have  been  called 
to  afiifi,  were  of  relaxed  habits  of  body,  and  that  every 
one  of  them,  when  advanced  into  the  third  month  of 
pregnancy,  began  to  complain  of  making  water  with  dif- 
ficulty, which  before  that  time  they  had  not  properly  at- 
tended to,  generally  attributing  this  complaint  to  their 
having  been  interrupted  in  the  doing  of  it,  or  otherwife 
difappointed  of  obeying  the  firft  calls  of  nature. 

r - - ' ' \ " ' ’ * t , ■ * 

This  difficulty  of  making  water,  when  the  uterus  is 
inverted,  daily  increafes,  and  is  attended  with  a dull  pain 
about,  the  fymphyfis  of  the  ofia  pubis,  until  nearly  a to^ 
tal  fuppreffion  of  urine  takes  place _ 

From  that  time  the  pain  about  the  fymphyfis  of  the 
pubis  becomes  more  and  more  acute.  To  thefe  fymp- 
toms  fucceeds  a great  difficulty  in  going  to  fiool,  with  a 
bearing  down  pain  through  the  whole  pelvis  \ every  one  of 

C which 
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■which  evils  continues  to  increafe,  and  at  lad  no  feces  can 
be  got  rid  of  without  the  aid  of  clyders. 


By  the  time  the  patient  has  advanced  to  the  latter  end 
of  the  third,  or  beginning  of  the  fourth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, adidance  is  generally  called  for.  But  Ihould  the 
diforder  continue  many  days  longer  undifcovered,  the 
dano-er  increafes  fo  as  in  a fhort  time  to  make  the  cure  ex- 

O 

ceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impoifible ; and  then  the  mod  pro- 
bable means  of  having  the  life  of  the  patient  in  this  dage 
of  the  diforder,  in  my  opinion,  are  thofe  fuggeded  in  my 
remarks  on  the  fecond  cafe,  and  which  I believe  will  be 


found  generally  practicable,  and,  for  the  mod  part,  at- 
tended with  fuccefs* 


Having  been  informed  of  all  fymptoms  the  patient 
can  defcribe,  if  they  correfpond  to  thofe  mentioned  in 
the  5 th  page,  and  the  beginning  of  this,  a very  probable 
conjefture  may  be  formed  of  the  cafe,  which  to  afcertain 
more  clearly,  the  following  mode  of  examination  may  be 
tried. 


Let 
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Let  the  patient  lie  down  on  one  fide,  with  her  back  to 
you,  and  her  knees  drawn  up  towards  the  abdomen. 
Whilft  fhe  is  in  this  pofition,  the  os  externum  muft  be 
patted  with  the  fore  finger  ; and  the  lower  part  of  the 
vagina,  towards  the  os  coccygis,  will  be  found  greatly 
diflended,  and  upon  the  ftretch  from  fide  to  fide,  fo  as 
to  prevent  it  from  collapfing  upon  the  finger.  This  is 
occafioned  by  a tumor  prefenting  itfelf  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  os  facrum,  which  totally  impedes  the  finger  in 
its  paffage  to  the  hollow  of  the  fame  bone,  where  you 
might  expert  to  find  the  os  internum  ; but  by  palling  the 
finger  up  to  the  fymphyfis  of  the  pubis,  there  the  collum 
uterj  will  be  difcovered,  greatly  fhortened  of  its  natural 
length,  and  clofely  pretted  againft  the  upper  part  of  the 
pubis,  into  the  form  of  a round  button,  of  the  -thicknefs 
of  about  half  an  inch,  the  os  internum  opening  but 
•little* 

Perhaps  in  this  ftate,  the  fhape  and  form  of  the  col- 
lum uteri  cannot  be  better  defcribed  than  by  comparing  it 
3 C 2 with 


[ 8 ] 


with  a mufhroom  juft  beginning  to  open,  the  concave 
fide  thereof  being  towards  the  pubis. 

Afterwards,  by  pafling  the  finger  up  the  reftum, 

you  find  the  tumor,  betwixt  the  return  and  vagina, 

. '^trc 

which  is  the  fundus  uteri  Averted  downwards,  and  fallen 
into  that  fituatiom 

These  particulars  being  afcertained,  a perfon  is  then 
perfectly  mafter  of  the  fubjedt ; and  by  carefully  attend- 
ing to,  and  fteadily  purfuing  the  following  general  direc- 
tions, there  will  be  little  doubt  of  a cure,  by  replacing 
the  uterus  in  it’s  natural  fttuation. 

To  accomplifh  this  defirable  end,  I recommend  the 
following  method,  which  I never  found  inadequate,  ex- 
cept in  the  defperate  inftance  which  is  recorded  in  tire 
fecond  cafe,  and  where  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  make 
the  attempt.  . - 


The 


f 
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The  catheter  muft  be  palled,  and  all  the  water  drawn 

i 

oft ; which  is  not  attended  with  much  difficulty.  It  will 
be  afterwards  proper  that  a ciyfter  be  adminiftered,  in  order 
to  free  the  re&um  entirely  of  feces.  But  in  doing  of  this 
molt  commonly  greater  oppolition  is  met  with  than  was 
expected,  by  reafon  of  the  fundus  uteri  preffing  the  rec- 
tum clofe  to  the  os  facrum  : — thefe  impediments,  how- 
ever, being  removed,  the  patient  diould  have  fome  pro- 
per  cordial  to  fupport  her,  and  alfo  a little  time  to  recover 
the  fatigue  which  die  has  necelfarily  undergone. 

• T • a .. 

I come  now  to  the  operation  itfelf.  Place  three  or 
four  pillows  upon  the  door  by  the  bedlide,  upon  which 
the  patient  mud  reft  her  head  and  arms  ; at  the  fame  time, 
let  her  be  well  fupported  by  two  or  three  female  friends, 

i 

reding  her  knees  upon  the  edge  of  the  bed,  which  diould 
not  be  a high  one.  The  operator  muft  then  be  placed 
upon  the  bed,  behind  the  patient,  taking  care  not  to  buf- 
fer the  lead:  expofure,  and  gradually  dilate  the  os  exter- 
num, until  the  hand  can  be  palfed  into  the  vagina ; which 

D done, 
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done,  let  him  bend  the  thumb  into  the  palm  of  the  handy 
refting  its  point  juft  betwixt  the  roots  of  the  little  and 
third  finger  ; then  clofe  all  his  fingers  upon  the  thumb,, 
which  brings  the  hand  into  the  fmalleft  compafs  poftible  ; 
and  in  this  pofition  great  power  and  {lability  will  be  given 
to  the  three  firft  fingers,  with  which  every  effort  muft  be 
made,  by  opposing  the  knuckles  and  middle  parts  of  thefe 
fingers  to  the  tumor  or  fundus  uteri,  and  as  near  to  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  pubis  as  may  be,  keeping  in  mind  an 
exa£f  idea  of  the  fttuation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  fa~ 
crum  ; and  towards  that  part  dire&ing  his  whole  preffure,, 
which  muft  be  conftderable.. 

By  perfevering  in  this  mode,  the  os  internum  i^fome- 
what  drawn,  by  the  vagina,  towards  its  natural  fttuation,. 
which  aftifts  in  the  redu&ion.  If  the  firft  efforts  prove 
abortive,  the  attempt  muft  be  repeated  and  iterated,  till 
the  tumor  is  found  to  recede ; which  muft  be  followed 
up,  till  the  fundus  uteri  turns  over ; when  it  will  appear 
that  it  has  regained  its  proper  and  natural  fttuation.  For 

it 


/ 
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rt  will  be'  immediately  difcovered,  that  the  os  internum  is 
moved  from  the  fymphyfts  of  the  pubis  to  the  hollow  of 
the  facriim». 


If  it  be  a feed  what  force  is  neceffary  to  apply  in  reduc- 
ing the  uterus,  fo  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  I know  of  no* 
better  mode  to  anfwer  than  by  referring  to  a cafe  in  mid- 
wifery, where  the  foetus  muft  be  turned,  when  the  mem- 
branes are  broke,  the  liquor  amnii  is  difeharged,  and  the 
uterus  contracted.  All  who  practice  in  the  obftetric  art 
•muft  be  fenftble  of  the  great  power  required  to  effect 
this ; fo-  much  force  I have  found  to  be  necelfary  in  re- 
ducing  the  inverted  gravid  uterus** 


After  the  operation  the  patient  muft  be  put  to  bed, 
and  take  an  opiate,  and  fhould  continue  eight  or  ten  days 
'Without  being  moved  therefrom.  During  this  time  fhe 
muft  be  fupported  with  light  nourifhing  diet,  and  avoid 
all  force  either  in  making  water  or  going  to  ftool. 

I)  2 Ax  ' 


[ ia  ] 


At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  if  no  mifcarriage  hap- 
pen, upon  examining  the  parts,  not  only  the  os  inter- 
num will  be  found  in  its  proper  fituation,  but  the  collum 
uteri  reftored  to  its  natural  form  ; and  at  the  fame  time,  as 
the  uterus  and  foetus  will  have  acquired  a confiderable  bulk, 
fo  as  to  reft  upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  there  can  be 
little  danger  of  a relapfe  ; at  leaf;  I never  experienced 
any. 

• ; ..  i . . , 

i 

As  the  late  Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  Lecture  which  I have 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  did  not  give 
any  opinion  refpe&ing  the  caufe  of  the  diforder ; and  as 
I have  not  at  any  time  ftnce,  either  heard  or  read  of  it’s 
being  accounted  for  by  any  one,  what  follows  upon  the 
fubjedt  I fubmit  with  the  greateft  deference,  as  the  refult 
of  my  own  obfervation  and  experience  ; hoping  that  it 
will  at  leaf:  induce  others,  who  are  more  competent  and 
have  better  opportunity,  more  fully  to  inveftigate  this 
fubjedt,  which  I could  wifh,  for  the  good  of  fociety  to  be 
perfectly  well  underftoocL 


3 
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It  has  been  before  obferved  that  all  thofe  who  have 
been  afflicted  by  this  diforder,  at  lead  all  whom  I have 
feen,  were  of  relaxed  habits  of  body*  : and  that,  when  ad- 
vanced in  their  third  month  of  pregnancy,  they  have  ex- 
perienced a difficulty  in  making  water  ; to  which  at  fird 
they  paid  little  or  no  attention,  fuppofmg  it  to  have  been 
either  natural  in  their  then  condition,  or  occalioned  by 
not  having  obeyed  the  calls  of  nature  ; thus  contenting 
themfelves,  until  the  increafing  difficulty,  terminating 
in  a fuppreffion  of  urine,  obliges  them  to  fend  for  af- 
fl  dance. 

I believe  it  will  be  allowed  me,  that  in  all  fuch  ha- 
bits, every  part  of  the  body  is  equally  fubjedt  in  a certain 
degree  to  the  conferences  of  relaxation  ; which  granted,  it 
feems  not  unreafonable  to  imagine  that  the  ligaments  of 
the  uterus,  fo  circumdanced,  mud  be  in  a more  flaccid 

* I have  an  obfervation  to  add,  that  feems  to  confirm  this  idea  of  the  diforder 
being  peculiar  to  relaxed  habits  • namely,  that  feveral  of  the  patients  whom  I 
have  attended  and  cured  of  this  complaint,  in  fomc  time  after  haye  died  of  drop- 
fies. 


E 


date 


ftate  than  is  natural  in  a robuft  habit  of  body  ; and  con- 
lequently,  the  uterus  is  more  loofely  fufpended  in  the 
pelvis,  and  extremely  liable  to  motion  from  any  preter- 
natural prelTure  or  impulfe.  In  fuch  a fituation  then,  if 
there  be  either  a difficulty-  in;  making  water  or  a fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  no  matter  by  what  caufe  occafioned,  the 
bladder  will  be  preternaturally  diftended,  and  prefling  in 
every  direction,  as  it  rife's  in  the  pelvis,  and  above  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  pubis,  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus  muft 
give  way,  and  the  fundus  uteri  is  thereby  forced  to  re- 
cede.  But  we  find  by  experience,  in  every  cafe  of  dif- 
ficulty in  making  water,  that  the  bladder  fcarce  ever  has 
the  power  of  difcharging  the  whole  of  itV  contents  with- 
out affiffance.  ' And  in  all  fuch  cafes,  that  difficulty,  not 
being  at  firft  fufficiently  attended  to,  hourly  increafes,  till 
it  ends  in  a total  fuppreffion  : In  our  cafe,  by  parity  of 
reafoning,  the  bladder  becomes  daily  more  and  more,  cjil- 
lfended,  and  the  preffure  againft  and  over  the  fundus  uteri 
muft  be  continually  increafing,  from  the  fize  and  weight  of 
the  bladder,  by  the  power  of  which  the  fundus  is  forced 

back. 

i •- 
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back  and  downwards  in  the  pelvis,  between  the  vagina 
and  re&um,  as  hath  been  before  defcribed.  And  when 

$ rencc iw: 

this  has  once  taken  place,  k-4s  impoflible  for  the  uterus 
to  return  to  its  natural  fituation  without  afliftance.  To 
fach  canfes,  how  flight  foever  in  the  begining,  do  I at- 
tribute the  whole  of  this  dire  mifchief : on  which  ac- 
count I have  always  moft  earnestly  recommended  to 
pregnant  women  not  to  wait  after,  but  rather  to  antici- 
pate the  calls  of  nature. 

v • 

* • 

Four  cafes,  which  I have  fele&ed  out  of  a confide rable 
number  that  fell  under  my  care,  are  added  by  way  of 
Appendix  to  this  little  Effay  ; and  will,  I hope,  fuffi- 
ciently  confirm  the  account  I have  attempted  to  give  of 
this  formidable  complaint. 
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, CASE  THE  FIRST. 
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the  eighteenth  day  of  Auguft,  one  thonfand  {even 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  I was  lent  for  to  Margaret, 
.the  wife  of  George  Sharp,  of  Knottingley,..  three  miles 
diftant  from  Pontefraft,  in  the  county  Of  York.  She 

* complained  of  great  pain  in  her  body,  from  a fuppreffion 
of  urine,  which  had  been  increafing  for  feveral  days, 

* ')  F with 


[ ] 


with'  an  odd  di^lrpain  at  the  fymphyfis  of  the  os  pubis ; 
but  flie  did  not  fuppofe  it  would  lead  to  any  bad  confe- 


quence,  believing  the  whole  to  have  been  occalioned  by 
not  making  water  at  a time  when  ihe  had  a p re  ding  call 
to  it,  a few  clays  before  the  complaint  began  : fhe  was 

) dj,  t s - f'  C i • r f - • . 

then  about  three  months  gone  with  child. — I endeavour- 


ed to  make  her  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  palling  the 
catheter,  with  which  Hie  complied  ; and,  after  drawing 
oik  two  quarts  of  water,  I ordered  her  fome  diuretic 

r rr  Tr  ..  - r,  T CT  r~  f _ , „ 

medicines,  and  prefcribed  ail  opiate  to  be  taken  at  bed- 


time. I vifited  her  again  the  next  day,  and  found  Hie 


had  enjoyed  an  eafy  niglit,  and  had  voided  more  water 

• / 

than  for  feveral  days  before. — I then  recommended  to 

*£'  C q V yr  yr  jq  -q  # p 

her  to  continue  the  diuretic  medicines,'  to  keep  her  body 
open,  and  to  take  tlie  opiate  occafionally.  But,  on  the 
rtwcuity-feveritli  I was  'font  f&r  again,  -and.  found  her  much 
worfe.  Skemow' complained  cof  great  pain  in  tlie  pelvis, 
-and  could  neither  void  water  nor  evacuate  any  thing  by 


-flool — I again  drew  off  tile  very  fame  quantity  of  wa- 
ter tis  before,  and  . ordered  her  aclyffor,  which  anfwered 
- ? the 
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the- intention,  and  gave  lier  great  eafe.. . . But  imagining 
that  die  was  about  to  mifcarry,  I.  was  delirous  to  examine 
her  ; to  this  end,  having  palled  the  os  externum  with 
my  finger,  I was  furprifed  . to.  find  that  I could  by  no 
means  proceed  in  the  ufual  manner  gently  up  the.  vagina 
towards  the  facrum,  in  fearch  of  the  os  internum,  being 
obftru&ed  by  a tumor  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  fa- 
crum, which  ftretched  the  vagina  from  fide  to  fide.  I 
then  palled  my  finger  up  the  reftum,  which  I perceived 
was  preffed  clofe  to  the  facrum,  by  this  tumor,  fituated 
betwixt  the  vagina  and  return  ; then  advancing  my  fin- 

/ i 

ger  to  the  fympliyfis  of  the  pubis,  found  there  the  col- 
lum  uteri  preffed  into  a flat  form,  fomething  like  a middle 
fized  mufhroom  juft  beginning  to  open.  From  all  thefe 
circumftances,  and  at  the  fame  time  recolle&ing  the  cafe 
given  by  Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  year  1754,;  I was  convinced 
that  this  tumor  could  be  noticing  but  the  fundus  uteri  m-  -retro 
verted. 

* : ■ rxrrr  *;  i i 1 :’a  . . 
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This  being  the  firft  cafe  of  the  kind  which  had  occur- 
red in  my  practice,  I was  led  to  attempt  a reduction  of 
the  uterus,  in  the  manner  which  the  Do£tor  had  recom- 
mended ; but,  after  feveral  vain  attempts,  was  obliged 
to  leave  her,  only  preferring  an  opiate*  till  the  day  fol- 


. : rn  . r n* 
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In  the  intermediate  time,  having  confidered  the  cafe  in 
every  point  of  view,  as  far  as  I was  able,  with  a female 


pelvis,  and  Doctor  Smellie’s  tables  before  me,  thefe  being 
the  only  fources  from  which  I could  then  derive  any  in- 
formation,  I determined  upon  the  method  of  treatment 
already  given  at  large,  which  at  my  next  vifit  I put  in 
pra&ice.  The  firft  attempt  failed,  but  I was  happy  enough 

* f f * **(  r e • 

to  fuoceed  in  a fecond  effort,  and  reduced  the  uterus  into 


its  natural  fituatiom  This  was  done  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  Auguft,  ten  days  after  my  firft  feeing  the  patient. 


Afterwards  (he  went  on  in  her  pregnancy  without 
any  further  inconvenience,  and  had  a natural  and  eafy 
3 labour ; 
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labour ; nor  did  any  evil  happen  in  confequence  of  the 
complaint.  And  feveral  years  after,  when  I called  acci- 
dentally at  the  houfe,  I found  both  her  and  the  child  in 
good  health. 


CASE 


r 


.......  * _ • - • _ 1 \ 1 '• 

CASE  THE  S E - C O N D. 

I 


N the  twelfth  of  December,  1759,  I was  defirec. 
by  a gentleman  of  the  Faculty  to  attend  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Montier,  of  Knottingley,  fuppofed  to  be 
then  in  a fit  of  the  fione  or  gravel.  Being  that  day  en- 
gaged, I recommended  what  I thought  moil  proper  from 
the  information  given  me,  and  defired  if  fhe  was  not  re- 
lieved by  the  prefcription,  to  be  informed,  in  order  that 
I might  vifit  her. — I heard  no  more  of  the  cafe  from  that 

» * — i.  .J  * 

day  until  the  feventh  of  January  1760,  when  I was  in- 
treated  to  go  and  fee  her.  I then  found  her  advanced  five 
months  in  her  pregnancy,  and  in  a molt  deplorable  fitua- 

tion  ; 
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tion  ; (lie  informed  me  that  for  a month  pail  fhe  had  been 
in  conflant  pain,  which  fkft  began  with  a difficult}  of 
making  water,  and  a trifling  pain  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  ; for  which  her  midwife  ordered  her  fomething, 
and  flie  had  alfo  taken  medicines  from  her  apothecary, - 
in  hopes  to  carry  it  off,  but  to  no  purpofe.  On  die  con- 
trary,  the  pain  increafed  every  day,  a fupprefhon  of  Urine 
came  on,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  fhe  could  part  with  any 
lloo'l  for  fome  time  paft  : that  about  the  twenty-ninth  of 
December  the  pain  in  her  body  was  very  great ; and,  as  fhe' 
expreffed  it,  bore  down  violently  ; and  as  fhe  could  neither 
difcharge  urine  nor  flool,  that  fhe  had  fent  again  for  her 
midwife,  believing  fhe  was  going  to  mifcarry,  who  llaid 
with  her  fome  time,  and  gave  every  affiffance  in  her 
power  by  opiates,  clyfters,  &c.  notwithflanding  which 
her  bufferings  hourly  increafed  with  ficknefs  and  vomit- 
ings ; nay,  for  twenty-four  hours  before  I faw  her,  fhe 
had  vomited  up  what  ought  to  have  gone  down . 
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I found  her  funk  and  emaciated  to  the  lad  degree; 
her  pulfe  fear  cel  j to  be  felt,  and  this  attended  with,  fre- 
quent faintings,  cold  fweats,  and  a cadaverous  fmelL 
But  for  a few  hours  preceding  my  vifit,  the  pains  in  the 
pelvis  had  left  her. 

In  this  mod:  miferable  duration  I doubted  whether  or 
no  I fhould  attempt  any  thing  ; but,  for  fatisfaction  to 
myfelf,  as  her  body  was  greatly  didended,  T paffed  the 
catheter,  and  drew  off  five  pints  of  a dark  grumous  cof- 
fee-coloured water,  which  towards  the  latter  end  was 

After  this  I palled  the  os  externum  with  my  finger, 
and  found  the  fundus  uteri  in  the  vagina,  below  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  os  coccygis,,  prefhng  the  perinoeum,  and 
the  anus  dilated  the  breadth  of  a drilling,  the  parts  dis- 
charging a mod  offend  ve  matter.  With  fome  difficulty 
I paffed  my  dnger  up  to  the  fymphyds  of  the  pubis, 
where  I found  the  collum  uteri  preffed  quite  flat  againfl 

the 
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the  pubis,  at  the  very  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  os  inter- 
num being  open  the  breadth  of  a fixpence.  But  the  tu- 

\ 

mor  prefied  the  reftum  fo  clofe  to  the  os  faerum,  that  I 
could  not  pafs  the  os  coccygis  with  my  finger. 

* r • r • » *• 

These  parts  being  in  a (late  of  mortification,  all  far- 
ther  attempts  were  vain  : — I thought  it  my  duty  however, 
before  I left  her,  to  make  the  apothecary  and  midwife 
who  attended,  perfectly  fenfible  of  the  diforder  being  in- 
curable. The  poor  creature  expired  next  day. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


T HIS  dreadful  cafe  naturally  led  me  to  confider 
what  relief  might  have  been  given  to  the  patient  before 
the  parts  were  fo  injured  as  to  leave  no  hopes  of  recovery, 
i.  e.  before  the  mortification  had  taken  place. 
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The  means  which  then  occurred  to  me  as  the  only 

j 

probable  and  practicable  ones,  in  lb  defperate  a fituation, 
were  the fe  ; — flrft  to  draw  off  the  water  and  clear  the 
rectum  of  feces  ~ — fecondly,  to  endeavour  by  fome  me- 
thod to  rupture  the  membranes,  and  difeharge  the  liquor 
amnii,  which  would  greatly  reduce  the  uterus  in  magni- 
tude ; and  having  gained  thefe  two  points,  then  at  laff  to 
attempt  a reduction  in  the  way  I have  in  general  recom- 
mended. 


In  every  cafe  that  hath  occurred  to  me  in  practice,  , 

I have  always  been  able  to  reach  the  os  internum  with 

■j 

my  finger,  and  clearly  to  difeover  its  form  and  fituation, 

I have  not  therefore  any  doubt,  even  in  fuch  a fitua- 

i 

tion,  where  the  collum  uteri  is  flat,  and  the  os  internum 

opens  a little,  that  I could,  by  perfevering  in  my  efforts, 

\ 

pafs  the  os  internum  with  my  finger,  and  rupture  the  . 
membranes  ; at  leaf!  the  trial  in  a cafe  of  fuch  imminent 

i 

danger  is  warrantable..  For  it  might  fave  the  patient,  and 
could  do  no  injury.  But  fhould  it  prove  impracticable 

with 
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with  the  huger,  then  I think  it  would  be  right  to  make 
the  attempt  with  a female  catheter,  or  fome  inilrument 
of  that  kind,  having  a point  much  more  curved  or  hook- 
like. 

In  doing  this,  whilft  I had  one  linger  at  the  os  inter- 
num, I would  pafs  the  inlfrument  up  on  one  fide  of  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  pubis,  with  the  point  towards  the 
other  fide  ; and,  when  advanced  as  high  in  the  pelvis  as 
the  os  internum,  infmuate  the  point  into  it  ; and  then,  by 
pufhing  the  point  downwards,  and  againll  the  mem- 
branes, rupture  them,  and  fo  difeharge  the  liquor  amnii. 
After  which  the  reduflion  fhould  immediately  be  fet 
about  as  .in  general  directed. 


These  are  fpeculative  fuggeflions  only  thrown  out  for 

others  of  happier  talents  to  improve  upon.  But  were  a 

/ 

cafe  of  this  defeription  to  fall  under  my  care,  even  though 
the  os  internum  lhould  not  be  at  all  open,  I would  moll 

H 2 certainly 
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certainly  adopt  the  mode  of  proceeding  now  defcribed, 
without  the  lead  doubt  of  fuccefs. — This  at  lead,  I can 
affirm,  is  the  only  cafe  that  has  occurred  to  me,  in  which 
I did  not  fave  the  patient.. 


{ 
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T H I R IX 


N the  eighteenth  of  September,  1761,  James 
Hunter  of  Ledfham,  fix  miles  from  Ponte-fraft,  be- 
lieving his  wife  was  about  to  mifcarry,  called  on  me  to 
vifit.  her.,  as  the  midwife  of  the  place,  who  was  with  her, 
could  give  no  affifhmce,  and  was  at  a lofs  what 
to  do. 


As  it  was  then  late  in  the  evening  I fent  her  ail  opiate  ; 
and  vifiting  her  in  the  morning  following,  was  glad  to  hear 
from  herfelf  that  {he  was  better ; which  flic  attributed  to 

having  made  more  water  than  ufual ; but  at  the  fame 

ftr 


time 
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tune  ihe  told  me,  Hie  had  been  labouring  for  many  days 
under  a difficulty  of  making  water,  attended  with  an  un- 
common pain  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ; that  for 
the  three  or  four  laft  days  die  could  make  little  or  none, 
nor  could  die  have  a dool  without  the  abidance  of 

V 

medicine,  and  concluded  with  faying  that  die  had  had  a 
great  deal  of  bearing-down  pain  in  her  body  which  hourly 
increafed.  All  this  die  fuppofed.  was  owing  to  her 
condition,  being  her  firb  pregnancy. 

% • 

From  this  information  I concluded  what  the  cafe  was, 
and  upon  examination  found  the  uterus*  everted  in  the 
manner  I have  already  defcribed.  I therefore  drew  off 
die  water,  evacuated  the  reCtum,  and  fet  about  the  re- 
duction exactly  as  I have  generally  directed. 

Sut  I did  not  dud  it  an  eafy  tafk,  as  the  force  requi- 
dte  to  be  employed  was  very  great : however,  at  the  third 
effort  I fucceeded,  and  the  uterus  reverted  into  its  natu- 
ral lituatioru. 


.After 
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After  Hie  had  continued  in  bed  a week,  I found  the 
parts  in  their  proper  form  and  fituation ; and  no  fymp  * 
toms  of  abortion  appeared.  She  even  went  on  to  her  full 

i i 

time,  without  any  kind  of  inconvenience,  and  on  the 
eighteenth  of  March,  1762,  die  had  a natural  labour  ; 
when,  being  again  fent  for,  I delivered  her  of  a daugh- 
ter, and  all  did  welb 


l 
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o N the  twenty- fixth  day  of  February,  1764,  I was 
called  to  the  fame  patient  a fecond  time,  whom  I 
found  in  the  like  fituation  as  before  ; only  according  to 
her  own  reckoning,  a little  farther  advanced  in  her  preg- 
nancy ; and  though  fhe  had  fo  lately  experienced  the 
very  fame  complaint,  yet  on  this  occafion  fhe  did  not 
apprehend  any  dangerous  confecjuence,  believing  her  in- 
difpofition  to  proceed  merely  from  holding  her  water  too 
long,  which  did  not  by  any  means  appear  a ferious  mat- 
ter to  her. 

\ 


After 
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After  taking  every  previous  ftep  to  facilitate  the  re- 
duction of  the  uterus,  I fet  about  it  in  the  ufual  way  ; 

/ 

but  found  the  uterus  fo  fall  wedged  in  the  pelvis,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  make  many  efforts  before  I could  accom- 
plifh  the  redu&ion,  the  force  required  being  very  great. 
And  I muft  obferve,  that  immediately  before  the  uterus 
receded,  a fmart  gufh  of  water  came  down  upon  my 
hand,  which  at  the  inftant  I fuppofed  could  be  nothing 
but  the  liquor  amnii : of  which  I was  convinced  by  what 
followed.  The  uterus  being  replaced,  the  patient  was  put 
to  bed,  and  the  ufual  directions  given.  But  when  I called 
upon  her  four  days  after,  I difcovered  fymptoms  of  an  ap- 
proaching mifcarriage,  which  I foretold,  and  it  accordingly 
'happened  the  next  day.  My  patient  foon  recovered,  and  in 
afhort  time  after  removed  to  a town  called  Kippax,  about 
two  miles  diftant,  in  a high  dry  fituation,  where  flie  ac- 
quired a more  robuft  habit  of  body.  Since  that  time  flie 
„has  had  feveral  children,  without  any  return  of  the  retro- 
verfio  uteri,  and  now  lives  at  Kippax  in  perfect  health, 
March  the  firft,  1785, 
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i sh  all  conclude  with  remarking  that  I could  produce 
a considerable  ’number  of  other  cafes,  in.  which  the  Gra* 
vid  uterus  has  been  retroveited, . that  have  fallen  under  my 
own  immediate  care  ; but  as  they  contain-  nothing  new-,' 
differ  very  little  in  their  fymptoms  jjopn  the  Firfr,  Third,, 
or  Fourth  ; and  being  treated  exactly  in  the  fame  way, 

terminated  happily  ; X forbear  to  enumerate  them,  con- 

, » 

i 

ceiving  it  would,  only  give  the  reader  unnecefk ry 
trouble*. 
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errata. 

* 

AGE  5,  line  u,  for  inverted  read  retroverted 

6,  Lne  i,  for  continue  read  continues. 
line  13,  for  utere  read  uteri. 

‘*ne  E>i  inverted,  read  retroverted.. 
11,  line  12,  ditto,  ditto. 

15,  line  3,  for  it  is  read  I conceive  it. 

7,  lme  5,  foi  inverted  read  retroverted. 

1 9,  line  laft-'  ditto,  ditto. 

2°’  I1"6  18,  for  further,  read  farther. 

.yO,  line  ix,  for  inverted  read  retroverted.. 
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